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NAME_____________________________________   Date_____________


End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting 
Two Texts about the Water Cycle

Read “Earth’s Water Cycle.” Complete Part 1: Determining the Main Idea

Part 1: Determining the Main Idea

· Read the text. 

· In your own words, what is the main idea of this text? Write a main idea statement. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Reread the text and complete Part 2, Finding Key Details, and answer the questions.

Part 2. Finding Key Details

Reread the text. As you read, write three key details that you think support the main idea.

	Detail 1
	

	Detail 2
	

	Detail 3
	


Answer these questions: 

1. In what direction does groundwater flow? 

a. Every direction it can


b.
Over rocks


c.
Downhill toward lakes and streams


d.
It doesn’t flow. It just seeps in. 

2.  What details from the words and/or illustrations support your answer to the first question? 

	

	


3.
According to the text, what powers the water cycle? 

a.
Precipitation

b.
Energy from the sun

c.
Evaporation

d.
Clouds

4.
What details from the words and/or illustrations support your answer to Question 3? 

	

	

	

	


End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting 
Two Texts about the Water Cycle

5. Reread the second and third paragraphs. How would you describe the connection between these paragraphs? 

a.
They show the sequence of the water cycle.

b.
They compare two parts of the water cycle.

c.
They explain the cause and effect between two parts of the water cycle. 

6. Which two sentences best support your answer to question number 5? 


a.
“When water falls on the earth’s surface, it moves quickly along and forms streams and rivers” and “Water in the ground flows slowly through the tiny spaces.” 

b.
“It then flows into lakes” and “Some water seeps into the ground and fills the spaces between soil particles and in porous rocks.” 

c.
“When water falls on the earth’s surface, it moves quickly along and forms streams and rivers” and “It then flows into lakes.”

7. Why do you think the author included these two paragraphs (second and third)? 

	

	

	

	


End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting 
Two Texts about the Water Cycle

8. This article explains that the movement of water on earth is a cycle. Read the following sentence from page 8: “The same water just keeps going through a cycle over and over again.” What is the meaning of the word cycle in this sentence?
	


9. Which of these are cyclical? There may be more than one answer.

a.
 the four seasons of the year

b.
 brushing your teeth

c.
 a tire

d.
 recycling 

End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting 
Two Texts about the Water Cycle

Complete Part 3. Compare and contrast “Earth’s Water Cycle” with “Recycling Water in the Well” and answer the question. 
	Similarities: What are the similar main ideas and key details that both authors want you to know?

	Similar ideas to include:




	Does the water cycle end? Use examples from either of the texts to support your answer.


	Recycling Water in the Well:


	Earths Water Cycle:




Earth’s Water Cycle (Assessment Text)

By Gina Jack
New water can't be made. What we have is all we get. Earth's water cycles through many uses and through different forms. It may be liquid water, solid ice or water vapor in the air. It is reused over and over again. The water you drink today is the same water dinosaurs drank millions of years ago!
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When water falls to the earth's surface (precipitation) it moves quickly along (surface runoff) and forms streams and rivers. It then flows into lakes and oceans.
Some water seeps into the ground and fills the spaces between soil particles and in porous rocks. Water in the ground (groundwater) flows slowly through the tiny spaces. After a long time, sometimes years, it reaches the surface in low-lying areas and joins streams and lakes.
Water at the surface is warmed by the sun's heat energy and evaporates into the air. Water vapor is also added from the breath of animals, including people (respiration). (When you see your breath on a cold day, you're seeing the water vapor.) Plants give off water vapor, too (transpiration). The water vapor in the air condenses and forms clouds. The cycle continues as water from the clouds once again falls to the Earth's surface.

Used with permission from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/51515.html
End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting 
Two Texts about the Water Cycle
(Answers, For Teacher Reference)
1. Read “Earth’s Water Cycle.” Complete Part 1: Determining the Main Idea

Part 1: Determining the Main Idea

· Read the text. 

· In your own words, what is the main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a 
main idea statement. 

(Answers will vary)

Water can’t be made. The same water cycles through the earth over and over again. 

2. Reread the text and complete Part 2, Finding Key Details, and answer the questions.

Part 2. Finding Key Details

· Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.

· Answer these questions: 
1. In what direction does groundwater flow? 

a. Every direction it can


b.
Over rocks


c.
Downhill toward lakes and streams


d.
It doesn’t flow. It just seeps in. 

2.  What details from the words and/or illustrations support your answer to the first question? 

In the illustration, there is an arrow pointing downhill toward a lake. The text says after a long time, it reaches streams and lakes. 

3.
According to the text, what powers the water cycle? 

a.
Precipitation

b.
Energy from the sun

c.
Evaporation

d.
Clouds

End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting 
Two Texts about the Water Cycle
(Answers, For Teacher Reference)
4.
What details from the words and/or illustrations support your answer to Question 3? 

In the illustration, there is a big sun at the top with rays shooting out in all directions. It says: “Energy from the sun drives the water cycle.”

5. Reread the second and third paragraphs. How would you describe the connection between these paragraphs? 

a.
They show the sequence of the water cycle.

b.
They compare two parts of the water cycle.

c.
They explain the cause and effect between two parts of the water cycle. 

6. Which two sentences best support your answer? 


a.
“When water falls on the earth’s surface, it moves quickly along and forms streams and rivers” and “Water in the ground flows slowly through the tiny spaces.” 

b.
“It then flows into lakes” and “Some water seeps into the ground and fills the spaces between soil particles and in porous rocks.” 

c.
“When water falls on the earth’s surface, it moves quickly along and forms streams and rivers” and “It then flows into lakes.”

7. Why do you think the author included these two paragraphs (second and third)? 

The author included these paragraphs to show the differences between groundwater and runoff and to explain that all water stays in the cycle., even if it moves in different ways.

End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting 
Two Texts about the Water Cycle
(Answers, For Teacher Reference)
8. This article explains that the movement of water on earth is a cycle. Read the following sentence from page 8: “The same water just keeps going through a cycle over and over again.” What is the meaning of the word cycle in this sentence?
	Over and over again


9. Which of these are cyclical? There may be more than one answer.

a.
 the four seasons of the year

b.
 brushing your teeth

c.
 a tire

d.
 recycling 

End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting 
Two Texts about the Water Cycle
(Answers, For Teacher Reference)
3. Complete Part 3. Compare and contrast “Earth’s Water Cycle” with “Recycling Water in the Well” and answer the question. 

	Similarities: What are the similar main ideas and key details that both authors want you to know?

	Similar ideas to include:

Similar ideas to include:

(Answers will vary) 

The amount of water on earth doesn’t change; water goes through the water cycle over and over again; precipitation, evaporation, condense/condensation


	Can the water cycle begin in different places? Use examples from either of the texts to support your answer.


	Recycling Water in the Well:
(Answers will vary. Any plausible answer that uses evidence from the text is acceptable.) 

Yes! Whether the author starts explaining the water cycle with evaporation, like in “Recycling Water in the Well,” or with precipitation, like in “Earth’s Water Cycle,” the water cycle is the same. There is no beginning and end. It’s a continuous cycle that goes on and on forever. 


	Earth’s Water Cycle:




2-Point Rubric: Writing from Sources/Short Response
(For Teacher Reference)
Use the below rubric for determining scores on short answers in this assessment.
	2-point Response
	The features of a 2-point response are:

	
	· Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the prompt

· Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt

· Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the text to develop response according to the requirements of the prompt

· Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the text as required by the prompt

· Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability


	1-point Response
	The features of a 1-point response are:

	· 
	· A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as required by the prompt

· Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the text to develop response according to the requirements of the prompt

· Incomplete sentences or bullets


	0-point Response
	The features of a 0-point response are:

	· 
	· A response that does not address any of the requirements of the prompt or is totally inaccurate

· No response (blank answer)

· A response that is not written in English

· A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable


1From New York State Department of Education, October 6, 2012.
Tracking My Progress
End of Unit 1

	Name:

	Date:


Learning Target: I can compare and contrast the main ideas and key details in two texts on the same topic. 

1.  The target in my own words is: 
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2.  How am I doing? Circle one.
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3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I understand some of this





I am on my way!





I need more help to learn this
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